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Message from 
Research Director: 

 
Dear Colleagues: 

 
We are delighted to provide another 

quarterly summary of research 
activities.  This summary tries as best 

possible to reflect the entire 
cardiovascular group, including 

colleagues located outside the lower 
mainland.   

 
Additionally, we are pleased that we 

received 5 applications for the 
inaugural CAPP Pilot Project 

competition and that we were able to 
fund 3 of them.  All proposals were 

evaluated and discussed in detail by 
primary and secondary reviewers 
whose constructive critiques have 
been given to each applicant.  In 

parallel, all the proposals were ranked 
by 12 individuals external to the CAPP 
group, including peers from across the 
province and, indeed, from across the 
country.  We believe that this rigorous 

process assures us that funding is being 
well utilized.   

 
We are also delighted to announce 

that a new mechanism has been 
proposed and accepted by the 

Finance Committee for provision of 
statistical software and statistician 

support for individuals needing such 
resources.  A resource package and 

simple application form is being 
created and should be distributed to 

members within a few weeks.   
 

Congratulations to the division as a 
whole for demonstrating the priority it 

attaches to the research mission and to 
those showcased herein for their 

achievements within the past quarter. 
 

G. B. John Mancini 
UBC Division of Cardiology 

Research Director 
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Reporting Oct - Dec 2014 

 
Grants Awarded: 
 
• Davis, Margot: UBC CAPP Pilot Project: Biomarkers Associated with 

Hypertension in Cancer Patients Receiving Inhibitors of the VEGF Signaling 
Pathway.  $29,600.  2015-16 

• Grewal, Jasmine: UBC CAPP Pilot Project: Evaluation of Chronic Kidney 
Disease in the Fontan Population.  $28,000.  2015-16 

• Saw, Jackie: Boston Scientific: Canadian WATCHMAN Registry. $140,000 
approx over 2 years, funding due in early 2015. 

• Toma, Mustafa: UBC CAPP Pilot Project: Complement-related Biomarkers 
for the Diagnosis of Cardiac Allograft Vasculopathy.  $59,400 2015-2017 

 
• CIHR Networks of Centres of Excellence of Canada (NCE): $26.3 million 

over 5 years awarded to Canadian Arrhythmia Network (CANet).  Dec 
2014. Anthony Tang, Scientific Director and CEO, CANet.  CANet Members 
from UBC Cardiology Community include: Andrew Krahn (Co Applicant), 
Jason Andrade, Matthew Bennett, Marc Deyell, Chris Lane, Richard 
Leather, Paul Novak, Stanley Tung. 

 
 

Awards and Distinctions: 
 
Gin, Kenneth: 

• Member, Young Investigator Award Committee, Canadian Cardiovascular Society 
Program Committee – 2014-15 

• Track Captain – Clinical Case, Canadian Cardiovascular Society Scientific Program 
Committee – 2014-15 

• Learning Track Captain, Canadian Cardiovascular Congress, Vancouver, BC, Oct 25-28, 
2014 

 
Webb, John: 

• UBC Killam Research Prize in Science, 2014 
• Innovation and Achievement Award, Lifesciences British Columbia, 2014 
• Donald M. Whitelaw award for outstanding grand rounds, St. Paul’s Hospital, 2014 
• Canadian Association of Interventional Cardiology, Outstanding Achievement Award, 

2014 
• Thomson Reuters Highly Cited Researchers - top 1% of researchers most cited for their 

field 2014 
 

 
DISCLAIMER:  This newsletter is not guaranteed to be complete.  It is based on 
voluntary submissions by Division Members and PubMed (NLM) literature search for 
the relevant period. 
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Invited Lectures at Other Institutions: 
 
 
Gin, Kenneth 
• “Working together to improve stroke prevention in patients with atrial fibrillation”.  Accredited Symposium, 

faculty member.  CCC October 2014, Vancouver, BC. 
• St. Paul’s Hospital 60th Annual CME Conference, Nov 4, 2014.  Talk to 1500 GP’s: “Who Should Take 

Statins?”, Vancouver Convention Centre. 
• St. Paul’s Hospital 60th Annual CME Conference, Nov 4, 2014.  Talk to 1500 GP’s: “Stable Angina 2014”, 

Vancouver Convention Centre. 
• Session Chair: Novel Mechanisms and Treatment Strategies in CAD.  CCC, Oct 25, 2014  Vancouver. 
• Symposium Speaker: Atrial Fibrillation: Optimizing Patient Care.  CCC, Oct 26, 2014  Vancouver. 
 
Grewal, Jasmine: 
• BC Women’s Grand Rounds, December 2014 
• Surrey Memorial Hospital Annual Echocardiography Rounds, December 2014 
• CCC Closing The Gap: Transitioning Adolescents With Cardiac Disease to Adult Care October 2014 
• CCC  Pregnancy considerations in women with congenital disease October 2014 
• CCC  How Do I Manage Arrhythmias in the Adult With Congenital HeartDisease? October 2014 
• SPH Dept of Obstetrics/Gynecology Grand Rounds,  October 2014 
 
Krahn, Andrew: 
• “Developing a Provincial Program for Inherited Arrhythmias”, CPCA Scientific Program, Innovations and 

Efficiency: Creative Ideas in Cardiac Care. , CCS, Vancouver, BC. Oct 25, 2014. 
• “Sudden Cardiac Death”, Year in Review for the Clinical Cardiologist – Arrhythmia.  CCS, Vancouver, BC.  

Oct 25, 2014 
• Jack McAnulty Visiting Professor, Grand Rounds Presentation “Evaluating the Cause of Cardiac Arrest:  

When it’s Not the Obvious”.  Knight Cardiovascular Institute, Oregon Health & Science, Portland, Oregon.  
Nov 6, 2014 

• Keynote Lecture: “Exercise & ICC’s”, Association for Inherited Cardiac Conditions, London, UK.  Nov 27, 
2014 

• “Is Early Polarization a Disease?” - The A to Z of Sudden Cardiac Death - 5th Annual Meeting of the 
Cardiac Research Centre, Nov 28, 2014.  London, UK. 

 
Mancini, John: 
• “Statin Intolerance: Considerations and Options”. BCNA Pharmacotherapy. Vancouver, BC. October 25, 

2014 
• “The LDL-C Hypothesis: Limitations and Relevance”. Accredited Lecture. PCSK9: From Genomics to 

Customized Lipid Lowering Approaches Satellite Symposium.  Vancouver BC. October 25, 2014 
• “The Cholesterol Conundrum Post-ACS: Who to treat, When, How, and What End?”  Accredited lecture. 

New Concepts in Acute Coronary Syndromes, Beyond 2000, Canadian Cardiovascular Congress. 
Vancouver, BC, October 26, 2014. 

• “Debates: Current controversies in cardiovascular sciences: We should no longer be treating to LDL 
targets” Canadian Cardiovascular Congress, Vancouver, BC, October 27, 2014 

• Chair, “A Forum on CV Risk: Will lowering LDL further save more lives?” Accredited Symposium, Canadian 
Cardiovascular Congress, Vancouver BC. October 26, 2014. 

• Co-chair. “CCS Guideline: Diagnosis and Management of Stable Ischemic Heart Disease. Canadian 
Cardiovascular Congress, Vancouver, BC, October 27, 2014 
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13. Clark BA, Siden H, Straatman L. An integrative approach to music therapy in pediatric palliative care. J Palliat Care. 
2014;30:179-87. 
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48. Rabkin SW. Differential expression of MMP-2, MMP-9 and TIMP proteins in thoracic aortic aneurysm - comparison with and 
without bicuspid aortic valve: a meta-analysis. Vasa. 2014;43:433-42. 
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2014;34:1491-514. 

52. Sandor GG, Alghamdi MH, Raffin LA, Potts MT, Williams LD, Potts JE, Kiess M, van Breemen C. A randomized, double blind pilot 
study to assess the effects of losartan vs. atenolol on the biophysical properties of the aorta in patients with Marfan and Loeys-
Dietz syndromes. Int J Cardiol. 2015;179:470-5. 

53. Saw J, Aymong E, Sedlak T, Buller CE, Starovoytov A, Ricci D, Robinson S, Vuurmans T, Gao M, Humphries K, Mancini GB. 
Spontaneous coronary artery dissection: association with predisposing arteriopathies and precipitating stressors and 
cardiovascular outcomes. Circ Cardiovasc Interv. 2014;7:645-55. 

54. Saw J, Lempereur M. Percutaneous Left Atrial Appendage Closure: Procedural Techniques and Outcomes. JACC Cardiovasc 
Interv. 2014;7:1205-1220. 

55. Scheuermeyer FX, Pourvali R, Rowe BH, Grafstein E, Heslop C, MacPhee J, McGrath L, Ward J, Heilbron B, Christenson J. 
Emergency Department Patients With Atrial Fibrillation or Flutter and an Acute Underlying Medical Illness May Not Benefit From 
Attempts to Control Rate or Rhythm. Ann Emerg Med. 2014. 

56. Schulman-Marcus J, Hartaigh BO, Giambrone AE, Gransar H, Valenti V, Berman DS, Budoff MJ, Achenbach S, Al-Mallah M, 
Andreini D, Cademartiri F, Callister TQ, Chang HJ, Chinnaiyan K, Chow BJ, Cury R, Delago A, Hadamitzky M, Hausleiter J, 
Feuchtner G, Kim YJ, Kaufmann PA, Leipsic J, Lin FY, Maffei E, Pontone G, Raff G, Shaw LJ, Villines TC, Dunning A, Min JK. 
Effects of cardiac medications for patients with obstructive coronary artery disease by coronary computed tomographic 
angiography: Results from the multicenter CONFIRM registry. Atherosclerosis. 2015;238:119-25. 

57. Sedlak TL, Gao M, Lee M, Humphries KH, Cairns JA. Outcomes and Transfer Patterns for First Non-ST-Elevation Myocardial 
Infarction (NSTEMI) Comparisons Between Community and Tertiary Care Hospitals. Can J Cardiol. 2014;30:1562-9. 

58. Shah M, Avgil Tsadok M, Jackevicius CA, Essebag V, Eisenberg MJ, Rahme E, Humphries KH, Tu JV, Behlouli H, Guo H, Pilote L. 
Response to letter regarding article, "warfarin use and the risk for stroke and bleeding in patients with atrial fibrillation 
undergoing dialysis". Circulation. 2014;130:e428-9. 

59. Shreenivas SS, Lilly SM, Szeto WY, Desai N, Anwaruddin S, Bavaria JE, Hudock KM, Thourani VH, Makkar R, Pichard A, Webb J, 
Dewey T, Kapadia S, Suri RM, Xu K, Leon MB, Herrmann HC. Cardiopulmonary bypass and intra-aortic balloon pump use is 
associated with higher short and long term mortality after transcatheter aortic valve replacement: A PARTNER trial substudy. 
Catheter Cardiovasc Interv. 2014. 

60. Silver MT, Sterns LD, Piccini JP, Joung B, Ching CK, Pickett RA, Rabinovich R, Liu S, Peterson BJ, Lexcen DR. Feedback to 
providers improves evidence-based implantable cardioverter-defibrillator programming and reduces shocks. Heart Rhythm. 
2014. 

61. Svensson LG, Ye J, Piemonte TC, Kirker-Head C, Leon MB, Webb JG. Mitral valve regurgitation and left ventricular dysfunction 
treatment with an intravalvular spacer. J Card Surg. 2015;30:53-4. 

62. Tabarsi N, Levy R, Rychel V, Kiess M, Swiston J, Oakes J, Grewal J. Pregnancy among women with pulmonary arterial 
hypertension: A changing landscape? Int J Cardiol. 2014;177:490-1. 
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64. Vijayaraghavan R, Verma S, Gupta N, Saw J. Pregnancy-related spontaneous coronary artery dissection. Circulation. 
2014;130:1915-20. 
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The next quarterly UBC Cardiology Research News will come out mid-April 2015 and 

will include Jan-Mar 2015 achievements.  

You are invited to submit brief details of any Publications, Grants awarded, Invited 

Lectures at Other Institutions and any Awards or Distinctions received during January 

to March 2015 

 Your research achievements welcomed at any time 

Please send to Janet.Crocombe@vch.ca 
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