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Message from Research Director 
 

Dear Colleagues: 
 

This is the final instalment for the first full year of the 
research letter and it is a delight to be able to show, once 

again, such a high level of sustained and successful 
activities.  The program recently gave its annual report to 
the division showing that we are funding good projects, 

supporting statistical needs and remaining within budget.   
 

We are planning for the next cycle of Pilot Project 
applications (due November 1) and in anticipation of this, 
we are soliciting more national advisors to help us review 

and rank proposals.   
 

Outreach has developed at a slower pace than 
anticipated but a meeting with Kelowna investigators will 
take place in November of this year.  We are hoping to 
encourage “made in BC” provincial research projects 

over the long-term if possible.   
 

Finally, on a sad note, this is the last research letter that 
Janet Crocombe has created for us as she moves on into 

a well-deserved retirement.  I wish to formally thank her 
on everyone’s behalf for the tremendous support of the 
research portfolio and to offer her every best wish for her 
new phase of life!   However, I am pleased to announce 
that Faye Pederson will be joining us on October 26th, to 

assume Janet’s role, Faye’s contact details will be 
announced in due course.   

 
 

Sincerely: 
G. B. John Mancini 

UBC Division of Cardiology 
Research Director 
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Reporting Jul-Sep 2015 
 

Grants Awarded: 
 
• Andrade, Jason: Canadian 

Arrhythmia Network (CANet): Early 
Invasive vs. Delayed Intervention for 
Atrial Fibrillation. $450,062.  2015-17 

• Deyell, Marc: CCS Atrial Fibrillation 
Research Award: Efficacy, health 
care utilization rates and safety of a 
same-day discharge protocol for AF 
ablations. $100,000. July 2015-2017. 

• Humphries, Karin: CIHR: Coronary 
Revascularization: A Tool for 
Evidence-Based, Individualized, 
Shared Decision-Making (CR-
Decide). $368,800.  Jul 2015-Jan2019. 

• Krahn, Andrew: Canadian 
Arrhythmia Network (CANet): 
Innovative Strategies to Reduce the 
Risk of Sudden Cardiac Death Using 
Novel Clinical and Population 
Approaches.  $249,165.  2015-2017. 

• Krahn, Andrew: CIHR: Impact of 
early repolarization on long QT 
syndrome: Canadian genetic heart 
rhythm network. $913,879.  Jul 2015-
2021. 

 
Invited Lectures: 

 
Deyell, Marc:  
• Providence Health Care Cardiac 

Nursing Day 2015, Vancouver: 
“Atrial Fibrillation: Where We’ve 
Been; Why Now?; Where We’re 
Going” 

• Canadian Ventricular Tachycardia 
Symposium, Calgary, Canada, 2015 
“A VT Conundrum” 

 
 
 
 
 

 

DISCLAIMER:  This newsletter is not guaranteed to 
be complete.  It is based on voluntary 
submissions by Division Members and PubMed 
(NLM) literature search for the relevant period. 
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1. Andrade JG, Roy D, Wyse DG, Tardif JC, Talajic M, Leduc H, Tourigny JC, 
Shohoudi A, Dubuc M, Rivard L, Guerra PG, Thibault B, Dyrda K, Macle L, Khairy P. 
Heart rate and adverse outcomes in patients with atrial fibrillation: A combined 
AFFIRM and AF-CHF substudy. Heart Rhythm. 2015. 

2. Barbash IM, Barbanti M, Webb J, Molina-Martin De Nicolas J, Abramowitz Y, Latib 
A, Nguyen C, Deuschl F, Segev A, Sideris K, Buccheri S, Simonato M, Rosa FD, 
Tamburino C, Jilaihawi H, Miyazaki T, Himbert D, Schofer N, Guetta V, Bleiziffer S, 
Tchetche D, Imme S, Makkar RR, Vahanian A, Treede H, Lange R, Colombo A, 
Dvir D. Comparison of vascular closure devices for access site closure after 
transfemoral aortic valve implantation. Eur Heart J. 2015. 

3. Barber CE, Marshall DA, Alvarez N, Mancini GB, Lacaille D, Keeling S, Avina-
Zubieta JA, Khodyakov D, Barnabe C, Faris P, Smith A, Noormohamed R, 
Hazlewood G, Martin LO, Esdaile JM. Development of Cardiovascular Quality 
Indicators for Rheumatoid Arthritis: Results from an International Expert Panel 
Using a Novel Online Process. J Rheumatol. 2015;42:1548-55. 

4. Bennett MT, Leader N, Krahn AD. Recurrent syncope: differential diagnosis and 
management. Heart. 2015;Oct 1;101(19):1591-9. doi: 10.1136/heartjnl-2014-
306627. 

5. Brunner NW, Haddad F, Kobayashi Y, Hsi A, Swiston JR, Gin KG, Zamanian RT. 
Prognostic utility of right atrial emptying fractions in pulmonary arterial 
hypertension. Pulm Circ. 2015 Sep;5(3):473-80. doi: 10.1086/682218. 

6. Carrascosa P, Deviggiano A, Leipsic JA, Capunay C, De Zan MC, Goldsmit A, 
Rodriguez-Granillo GA. Dual energy imaging and intracycle motion correction for 
CT coronary angiography in patients with intermediate to high likelihood of 
coronary artery disease. Clin Imaging. 2015. 

7. Carrascosa P, Leipsic JA, Capunay C, Deviggiano A, Vallejos J, Goldsmit A, 
Rodriguez-Granillo GA. Monochromatic image reconstruction by dual energy 
imaging allows half iodine load computed tomography coronary angiography. 
Eur J Radiol. 2015;84:1915-20. 

8. Chou AY, Sedlak T, Aymong E, Sheth T, Starovoytov A, Humphries KH, Mancini GB, 
Saw J. Spontaneous Coronary Artery Dissection Misdiagnosed as Takotsubo 
Cardiomyopathy: A Case Series. Can J Cardiol. 2015;31:1073 e5-8. 

9. Chow R, Fordyce CB, Gao M, Chan S, Gin K, Bennett M. The significance of early 
post-exercise ST segment normalization. J Electrocardiol. 2015;48:803-8. 

10. Costantino G, Sun BC, Barbic F, Bossi I, Casazza G, Dipaola F, McDermott D, 
Quinn J, Reed MJ, Sheldon RS, Solbiati M, Thiruganasambandamoorthy V, Beach 
D, Bodemer N, Brignole M, Casagranda I, Del Rosso A, Duca P, Falavigna G, 
Grossman SA, Ippoliti R, Krahn AD, Montano N, Morillo CA, Olshansky B, Raj SR, 
Ruwald MH, Sarasin FP, Shen WK, Stiell I, Ungar A, Gert van Dijk J, van Dijk N, 
Wieling W, Furlan R. Syncope clinical management in the emergency 
department: a consensus from the first international workshop on syncope risk 
stratification in the emergency department. Eur Heart J. 2015;pii: ehv378. [Epub 
ahead of print]. 

11. Damaraju D, Steiner T, Wade J, Gin K, FitzGerald JM. Clinical Problem-Solving. A 
Surprising Cause of Chronic Cough. N Engl J Med. 2015;373:561-6. 
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12. Davis MK, Rajala JL, Tyldesley S, Pickles T, Virani SA. The Prevalence of Cardiac 
Risk Factors in Men with Localized Prostate Cancer Undergoing Androgen 
Deprivation Therapy in British Columbia, Canada. J Oncol. 2015;2015:820403. 

13. Deyell MW, Cooper JM. VT reduction with ablation: A transitive relation to 
mortality rate? Heart Rhythm. 2015;12:2008-9. 

14. Fernando E, Razak F, Lear SA, Anand SS, Gasevic D, Ross ES. Cardiovascular 
Disease in South Asian Migrants Ethnic Differences in Cardiovascular Disease Risk 
Factors: A Systematic Review of North American Evidence. Can J Cardiol. 
2015;31:1139-50. 

15. Gasevic D, Ross ES, Lear SA. Ethnic Differences in Cardiovascular Disease Risk 
Factors: A Systematic Review of North American Evidence. Can J Cardiol. 
2015;31:1169-79. 

16. Geyer LL, Schoepf UJ, Meinel FG, Nance JW, Jr., Bastarrika G, Leipsic JA, Paul NS, 
Rengo M, Laghi A, De Cecco CN. State of the Art: Iterative CT Reconstruction 
Techniques. Radiology. 2015;276:339-57. 

17. Ha AC, Singh N, Cox JL, Mancini GB, Dorian P, Fournier C, Gladstone DJ, 
Lockwood E, Shuaib A, Kajil M, Tsigoulis M, Gupta MK. Oral Anticoagulation for 
Stroke Prevention in Canadian Practice: Stroke Prevention and Rhythm 
Interventions in Atrial Fibrillation (SPRINT-AF) Registry. Can J Cardiol. 2015. 

18. Hanninen M, Klein GJ, Laksman Z, Conacher SS, Skanes AC, Yee R, Gula LJ, 
Leong-Sit P, Manlucu J, Krahn AD. Reduced Uptake of Family Screening in 
Genotype-Negative Versus Genotype-Positive Long QT Syndrome. J Genet 
Couns. 2015;24:558-64. 

19. Hansson NC, Norgaard BL, Barbanti M, Nielsen NE, Yang TH, Tamburino C, Dvir D, 
Jilaihawi H, Blanke P, Makkar RR, Latib A, Colombo A, Tarantini G, Raju R, Wood D, 
Andersen HR, Ribeiro HB, Kapadia S, Min J, Feuchtner G, Gurvitch R, Alqoofi F, 
Pelletier M, Ussia GP, Napodano M, Sandoli de Brito F, Jr., Kodali S, Pache G, 
Canovas SJ, Berger A, Murphy D, Svensson LG, Rodes-Cabau J, Leon MB, Webb 
JG, Leipsic J. The impact of calcium volume and distribution in aortic root injury 
related to balloon-expandable transcatheter aortic valve replacement. J 
Cardiovasc Comput Tomogr. 2015;9:382-92. 

20. Howlett JG, Chan M, Ezekowitz JA, Harkness K, Heckman GA, Kouz S, Leblanc MH, 
Moe GW, O'Meara E, Abrams H, Ducharme A, Grzeslo A, Hamilton PG, Koshman 
SL, Lepage S, McDonald M, McKelvie R, Rajda M, Swiggum E, Virani S, Zieroth S. 
The Canadian Cardiovascular Society Heart Failure Companion: Bridging 
Guidelines to Your Practice. Can J Cardiol. 2015. 

21. Jolly SS, Cairns JA, Dzavik V. Primary PCI with or without Thrombectomy. N Engl J 
Med. 2015;373:682-3. 

22. Jolly SS, Cairns JA, Yusuf S, Meeks B, Gao P, Hart RG, Kedev S, Stankovic G, 
Moreno R, Horak D, Kassam S, Rokoss MJ, Leung RC, El-Omar M, Romppanen HO, 
Alazzoni A, Alak A, Fung A, Alexopoulos D, Schwalm JD, Valettas N, Dzavik V. 
Stroke in the TOTAL trial: a randomized trial of routine thrombectomy vs. 
percutaneous coronary intervention alone in ST elevation myocardial infarction. 
Eur Heart J. 2015;36:2364-72. 

23. Kapadia SR, Tuzcu EM, Makkar RR, Svensson LG, Agarwal S, Kodali S, Fontana GP, 
Webb JG, Mack M, Thourani VH, Babaliaros VC, Herrmann HC, Szeto WY, Pichard 
A, Williams MR, Anderson WN, Akin JJ, Miller DC, Smith CR, Leon MB. Response to 
Letter Regarding Article, "Long-Term Outcomes of Inoperable Patients With Aortic 
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Stenosis Randomly Assigned to Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement or 
Standard Therapy". Circulation. 2015;132:e118-9. 

24. Kenny RA, Brignole M, Dan GA, Deharo JC, van Dijk JG, Doherty C, Hamdan M, 
Moya A, Parry SW, Sutton R, Ungar A, Wieling W, Asgari M, Baron-Esquivias G, 
Blanc JJ, Casagranda I, Cunnigham C, Fedorowski A, Furlan R, Gall N, De Lange 
FJ, McMahon G, Mitro P, Pietrucha A, Podoleanu C, Raviele A, Benditt D, Krahn 
A, Morillo CA, Olshansky B, Raj S, Sheldon R, Shen WK, Sun B, Hachul D, Abe H, 
Furukawa T, Gorenek B, Lip GY, Glikson M, Ritter P, Hurwitz J, Macfadyen R, Rankin 
A, Mont L, Svendsen J, Kusumoto F, Cohen M, Savelieva I. Syncope Unit: rationale 
and requirement - the European Heart Rhythm Association position statement 
endorsed by the Heart Rhythm Society. Europace. 2015 Jun 24. pii: euv115. [Epub 
ahead of print] 

25. Kirkham AA, Davis MK. Exercise Prevention of Cardiovascular Disease in Breast 
Cancer Survivors. J Oncol. 2015;2015:917606. 

26. Lee DS, Hardy J, Yee R, Healey JS, Birnie D, Simpson CS, Crystal E, Mangat I, 
Nanthakumar K, Wang X, Krahn AD, Dorian P, Austin PC, Tu JV. Clinical Risk 
Stratification for Primary Prevention Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillators. Circ 
Heart Fail. 2015;8:927-37. 

27. Leipsic JA. President's Page. J Cardiovasc Comput Tomogr. 2015. 
28. Lempereur M, Fung A, Saw J. Stent mal-apposition with resorption of intramural 

hematoma with spontaneous coronary artery dissection. Cardiovasc Diagn Ther. 
2015;5:323-9. 

29. Leung SC, Churg AM, Leipsic JA, Levy RD, Wilcox PG, Ryerson CJ. Unclassifiable 
interstitial lung disease: an unresolved diagnostic dilemma. Respirol Case Rep. 
2015;3:85-8. 

30. Lindman BR, Zajarias A, Maniar HS, Miller DC, Suri RM, Arnold SV, Webb J, Svensson 
LG, Kodali S, Xu K, Ayele GM, Lin F, Wong SC, Babaliaros V, Thourani VH, Douglas 
PS, Lim S, Leon MB, Mack MJ. Risk stratification in patients with pulmonary 
hypertension undergoing transcatheter aortic valve replacement. Heart. 
2015;101:1656-64. 

31. Macle L, Khairy P, Weerasooriya R, Novak P, Verma A, Willems S, Arentz T, 
Deisenhofer I, Veenhuyzen G, Scavee C, Jais P, Puererfellner H, Levesque S, 
Andrade JG, Rivard L, Guerra PG, Dubuc M, Thibault B, Talajic M, Roy D, Nattel S. 
Adenosine-guided pulmonary vein isolation for the treatment of paroxysmal atrial 
fibrillation: an international, multicentre, randomised superiority trial. Lancet. 
2015;386:672-9. 

32. Mangold S, Castillo-Sang M, Schoepf UJ, Leipsic JA, Fuller SR, Wichmann JL, 
Muscogiuri G, De Cecco CN. Imaging in Minimally Invasive Mitral Valve Repair. J 
Thorac Imaging. 2015. 

33. Murphy DT, Blanke P, Alaamri S, Naoum C, Rubinshtein R, Pache G, Precious B, 
Berger A, Raju R, Dvir D, Wood DA, Webb J, Leipsic JA. Dynamism of the aortic 
annulus: Effect of diastolic versus systolic CT annular measurements on device 
selection in transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR). J Cardiovasc 
Comput Tomogr. 2015. 

34. Nakazato R, Park HB, Gransar H, Leipsic JA, Budoff MJ, Mancini GB, Erglis A, 
Berman DS, Min JK. Additive diagnostic value of atherosclerotic plaque 
characteristics to non-invasive FFR for identification of lesions causing ischaemia: 
results from a prospective international multicentre trial. EuroIntervention. 2015;11. 
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35. O'Connor SA, Morice MC, Gilard M, Leon MB, Webb JG, Dvir D, Rodes-Cabau J, 
Tamburino C, Capodanno D, D'Ascenzo F, Garot P, Chevalier B, Mikhail GW, 
Ludman PF. Revisiting Sex Equality With Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement 
Outcomes: A Collaborative, Patient-Level Meta-Analysis of 11,310 Patients. J Am 
Coll Cardiol. 2015;66:221-8. 

36. Padala SK, Sidhu MS, Hartigan PM, Maron DJ, Teo KK, Spertus JA, Mancini GB, 
Sedlis SP, Chaitman BR, Heller GV, Weintraub WS, Boden WE. Effect of Baseline 
Exercise Capacity on Outcomes in Patients With Stable Coronary Heart Disease 
(A Post Hoc Analysis of the Clinical Outcomes Utilizing Revascularization and 
Aggressive Drug Evaluation Trial). Am J Cardiol. 2015. 

37. Padfield GJ, AlAhmari L, Lieve KV, AlAhmari T, Roston TM, Wilde AA, Krahn AD, 
Sanatani S. Flecainide: An Option as Monotherapy for Catecholaminergic 
Polymorphic Ventricular Tachycardia in Selected Patients Intolerant of ss-
Blockade. Heart Rhythm. Heart Rhythm. 2015 Sep 25. pii: S1547-5271(15)01197-2. 
doi: 10.1016/j.hrthm.2015.09.027. [Epub ahead of print] 

38. Padfield GJ, Steinberg C, Bennett MT, Chakrabarti S, Deyell MW, Bashir J, Krahn 
AD. Preventing cardiac implantable electronic device infections. Heart Rhythm. 
2015. 

39. Rabkin SW. Impact of Age and Sex on QT Prolongation in Patients Receiving 
Psychotropics. Can J Psychiatry. 2015;60:206-14. 

40. Rabkin SW, Cheng XB. Nomenclature, categorization and usage of formulae to 
adjust QT interval for heart rate. World J Cardiol. 2015;7:315-25. 

41. Rao G, Powell-Wiley TM, Ancheta I, Hairston K, Kirley K, Lear SA, North KE, 
Palaniappan L, Rosal MC. Identification of Obesity and Cardiovascular Risk in 
Ethnically and Racially Diverse Populations: A Scientific Statement From the 
American Heart Association. Circulation. 2015;132:457-72. 

42. Saw J. Percutaneous left atrial appendage closure for stroke prevention. Trends 
Cardiovasc Med. 2015. 

43. Saw J, Mancini GB, Humphries K, Fung A, Boone R, Starovoytov A, Aymong E. 
Angiographic appearance of spontaneous coronary artery dissection with 
intramural hematoma proven on intracoronary imaging. Catheter Cardiovasc 
Interv. 2015. 

44. Scheuermeyer FX, Grunau B, Raju R, Choy S, Naoum C, Blanke P, Hague C, 
Heilbron B, Taylor C, Kalla D, Christenson J, Innes G, Hanakova M, Leipsic J. Safety 
and efficiency of outpatient versus emergency department-based coronary CT 
angiography for evaluation of patients with potential ischemic chest pain. J 
Cardiovasc Comput Tomogr. 2015. 

45. Scheuermeyer FX, Mackay M, Christenson J, Grafstein E, Pourvali R, Heslop C, 
MacPhee J, Ward J, Heilbron B, McGrath L, Humphries K. There Are Sex 
Differences in the Demographics and Risk Profiles of Emergency Department (ED) 
Patients With Atrial Fibrillation and Flutter, but no Apparent Differences in ED 
Management or Outcomes. Acad Emerg Med. 2015;22:1067-75. 

46. Smyth A, Teo KK, Rangarajan S, O'Donnell M, Zhang X, Rana P, Leong DP, 
Dagenais G, Seron P, Rosengren A, Schutte AE, Lopez-Jaramillo P, Oguz A, 
Chifamba J, Diaz R, Lear S, Avezum A, Kumar R, Mohan V, Szuba A, Wei L, Yang 
W, Jian B, McKee M, Yusuf S. Alcohol consumption and cardiovascular disease, 
cancer, injury, admission to hospital, and mortality: a prospective cohort study. 
Lancet. 2015. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26416620
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47. Szeto WY, Svensson LG, Rajeswaran J, Ehrlinger J, Suri RM, Smith CR, Mack M, 

Miller DC, McCarthy PM, Bavaria JE, Cohn LH, Corso PJ, Guyton RA, Thourani VH, 
Lytle BW, Williams MR, Webb JG, Kapadia S, Tuzcu EM, Cohen DJ, Schaff HV, Leon 
MB, Blackstone EH. Appropriate patient selection or health care rationing? 
Lessons from surgical aortic valve replacement in the Placement of Aortic 
Transcatheter Valves I trial. J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 2015;150:557-568 e11. 

48. Taramasso M, Nietlispach F, Dvir D, Anabitarte P, Moarof I, Webb JG, Maisano F. 
Transfemoral tricuspid valve-in-valve implantation: snare it to make it simpler! 
EuroIntervention. 2015;11. 

49. Tsang MY, Choi JO, Borlaug BA, Greason KL, Cha SS, Nishimura RA, Oh JK. Low-
Flow, Low-Gradient Severe Aortic Stenosis in the Setting of Constrictive 
Pericarditis: Clinical Characteristics, Echocardiographic Features, and Outcomes. 
Circ Cardiovasc Imaging. 2015;8:e002812. 

50. Tsang TS. Echocardiography-Guided Pericardiocentesis for Effusions in Patients 
With Cancer Revisited. J Am Coll Cardiol. 2015;66:1129-31. 

51. Tu AW, Masse LC, Lear SA, Gotay CC, Richardson CG. Body mass index 
trajectories from ages 1 to 20: Results from two nationally representative 
canadian longitudinal cohorts. Obesity (Silver Spring). 2015;23:1703-11 

52. Walker BB, Schuurman N, Auluck A, Lear SA, Rosin M. Suburbanisation of oral 
cavity cancers: evidence from a geographically-explicit observational study of 
incidence trends in British Columbia, Canada, 1981-2010. BMC Public Health. 
2015;15:758. 

53. Wang JY, Goodman SG, Saltzman I, Wong GC, Huynh T, Dery JP, Leiter LA, Bhatt 
DL, Welsh RC, Spencer FA, Fox KA, Yan AT. Cardiovascular Risk Factors and In-
Hospital Mortality in Acute Coronary Syndromes: Insights From the Canadian 
Global Registry of Acute Coronary Events. Can J Cardiol. 2015. 

54. Webb JG, Dvir D. Is Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement a Durable 
Therapeutic Strategy? JACC Cardiovasc Interv. 2015;8:1092-4. 
 

 
 

 The next quarterly UBC Cardiology Research News will come out mid-
January 2016 and will include October – December  2015 achievements.  

You are invited to submit brief details of any Publications, Grants 
awarded, Invited Lectures at Other Institutions and any Awards or 

Distinctions received during October-December 2015 for the next issue – 
deadline end of December 2015 

 Your research achievements welcomed at any time 
Please send to Faye Pederson (email tba) 

UBC Division of Cardiology Research Office 

Diamond Health Care Centre, 2775 Laurel Street – 9th Floor, Vancouver, BC V5Z 1M9 

Tel: 604-875-4111 Ext 69821  


